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Mr. President, 
 
The Union Syndicale Fédérale is perfectly aware of the serious difficulties created at the EPO in 
numerous spheres of activity by your predecessor. Matters relating to union members at the EPO have 
been widely presented in the media over the past six years. The recent rulings by the Tribunal of the 
International Labour Organization (proceedings of the 126th session) as well as the proceedings before 
the national German courts, provide details which are now widely accessible to the public at large. 
 
Some union members have been acquitted, while others are still awaiting the results of internal 
procedures or proceedings brought before the Tribunal. 
The lengthy nature of these proceedings necessarily raises the issue of the individual suffering caused 
to these union members and the effectiveness of the system of appeals at the EPO. 
The USF takes the view that sufficient details of the matters still unresolved at the EPO are known, and 
these are sufficient to conclude that these conflicts are essentially political in nature, and not of a 
disciplinary nature. 
 
We therefore propose, both in the interests of the new President of the EPO as well as of the 
blameless parties concerned, and in the general interest of social dialogue at the EPO, that an 
amnesty should be envisaged rapidly by the President of the EPO for the whole of the matters of a 
political nature. 
With our respectful regards 

Dr. Bernd Loescher 
USF President 
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